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On the Inside 

Elections, Invasive Species 
On May 7 GCA Agenda  
Elect new GCA officers and sign up to 

help with the June 1-2 Glencarlyn Days at 

the May 7tGCA meeting, 7:30 p.m. in 

Carlin Hall. Also learn what to do about 

those pesky and destructive invasive 

plants and animals in the area. 

 

GCA Meeting 
April , 7:30 p.m. 

Carlin Hall 

Vihstadt Speaks on County, 
Local Issues 

From finding seats for an ex-

panding student body, to keep-

ing the budget in the black are 

some of the key issues the Ar-

lington County School Board 

deals with. 

Board Chair Barbara Kanninen 

is scheduled to talk about chal-

lenges facing the school system 

at the April 2 Glencarlyn Citizenôs Associa-

tion meeting at 7:30 p.m. in Carlin Hall.  

Glencarlyn residents and the 

neighborhood association have 

expressed concern about the 

potential for a new high school 

being built nearby and shifting 

school boundaries. Also of con-

cern ð whether the Virginia 

Hospital Center property on 

Carlin Springs Rd. might be 

earmarked for school use after 

the county takes possession of the site.  

    See Kanninen  on page 9 

A Glencarlyn community -wide Yard Sale 

is being planned for either May or June 

and a few good neighbors are needed to 

organize and run the sale. 

Depending on help available, it can be 

held on May 12, May 19 or June 23. Save 

some of those spring cleaning items for 

the sale. Glencarlyn will handle advertis-

ing: signs and notices in the newspaper 

and on Craigôs list. We will also print a 

map showing the participating homes.  

Residents can also set up their own table 

at Carlin Hall, 5711 4th St South, by re-

serving  a space. If you areIf you are will-

ing to be an organizer, want to reserve a 

space, or for any questions please contact 

Julie Lee 808 -384 -4954 or 

jfblee@aol.com  

Arlington Schools in Focus at the April 2 Meeting  

Glencarlyn residents turned out to help 

remove trash and recyclable materials 

from Four Mile Run on March 10. Twenty 

neighborhood residents, supplemented by 

25 members of Cub Scout Pack 632, led by 

Glencarlyn resident Brandon Hamel, were 

part of the 30th Annual Four Mile Run 

Stream Cleanup.  

Between 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. they 

were in Glencarlyn Park picking up trash 

and debris in the stream and along its 

banks. 

The Glencarlynites, and Cub Scouts were 

among more than 120 volunteers who 

worked various sections of Four Mile Run. 

Altogether, the cleanup crews collected 

more than 1,000 lbs of material from the 

    See Stream  on page 4  

Glencarlynites Turn Out for Stream Cleanup Day 

School Board Chair 
Barbara Kanninen 

Glencarlyn Yard Sale is Coming: ORGANIZERS NEEDED 

It could be 

awhile before 

Arlington 

County begins 

putting the 

urgent care 

center site on 

Carlin Springs 

Rd. to a new 

county use.  

It was thought the county might take 

ownership of the site this summer. How-

ever the County Board is considering 

extending that timetable, according to 

board member John Vihstadt. That 

would give the siteôs current owner, Vir-

ginia Hospital Center, some breathing 

   See Vihstadt  on page 4 

John Vihstadt (  

          Photo: Gerald Martineau  
Isla Wearmouth removes trash  

   Photo: Gerald Martineau  
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GCA Officers  

email: gca_exec@glencarlyn.org or  

president_gca@glencarlyn.org 

President  

 Julie Lee 808 -384-4954 

Vice President  

 Alex Hecht 703-671-9171 

Secretary  

 Randy Krug 703-379-0835 

Treasurer  

 Tim Aiken  703-820-0084  

Neighborhood Contacts  

Neighborhood Conservation Delegates  

 Kathy Reeder  703-820-3933  

 Peter Olivere (Alt.)  703-626-2520 

Civic Federation Delegates  

 Peter Olivere  703-626-2520 

 Tim Aiken  703-820-0084  

 Sue Campbell 703-931-4098  

 John Chandler 202-999-2816 

 Doug LeRoy (Alt.)  703-845-9657 

 Jeff Liteman (Alt.)  703-575-4412 

 Brian Cavey (Alt.) 703-820-0242 

Vacant 

Carlin Hall Reservation  
 Arl.Parks & Recreation  703-228-1805  

Glencarlyn.org Webmaster  

 Doug LeRoy  703-845-9657 

Village View Editor  

 Bill Pritchard  703-931-2168 

 gcaeditorial@gmail.com 

Area Chair/Block Captain Coordinator  

 Peter Olivere  703-626-2520 

Glencarlyn Email Updates  

 Doug Leroy  703-845-9657 

 gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org 

Volunteer Coordinator  

 Julie Lee  808 -384-4954 

 gc_volunteers@glencarlyn.org 

Glencarlyn Apparel  

 gca125yrs@glencarlyn.org  

 

 

Glencarlyn Web Site  

www.glencarlyn.org  

Carlin Hall  

5711 S. 4th St. 

Presidentôs Corner 

By Julie Lee  

President, Glencarlyn Citizensô Association 

I was recently in Colorado skiing, where I spent time with my 

friend Karen. We have been friends a long time.  

Karen was my family babysitter when I was growing in Glencar-

lyn. Karen and her mom moved to 2nd St. in the late ó50ôs and 

she attended Glencarlyn Elementary, Kenmore and Wakefield. 

Karen spent hours in Glencarlyn Library, the old white wooden 

building then. It was her sanctuary.  

She got to know my grandmother, the childrenôs librarian. My grandmother asked if 

she would be willing to babysit her grandchildren. Karen wasnôt especially fond of the 

idea, but she was fond of my grandmother and couldnôt say no. Thus, our lifelong re-

lationship began. 

As a young girl I adored Karen and we stayed in touch after she left for college (ñpen 

palsò). Ultimately, as we grew older, the 7 year age difference went away. I attended 

her wedding, she attended mine. I even babysat for her daughter.  

We have remained friends and get together whenever possible. For the past several 

years we have met in Colorado in March. Who could have imagined this wonderful 

friendship that has lasted over 55 years? 

When my mother moved to Glencarlyn in 1943, not only did she meet her future hus-

band, she also met her best friend.  Marge Marvin lived on 2nd St, my mom on 4th St.  

They played together, were Girl Scouts together, graduated from W-L, raised their 

families, and were best friends for life until Margeôs passing a few years ago. 

My best friend from elementary school through college was Emma Johnson. We still 

keep in touch. Her mother Gloria still lives on 4 th St. 

With our fast -paced lives, in this constantly changing world, how incredible to live 

and grow in a community where lifetime friendships are born. This is the beauty of 

our Glencarlyn neighborhood. One where we have no through streets, surrounded 

and insulted by parkland, with a neighborhood library, a community center, a church, 

and schools within walking distance until high school.  

This isnôt ñMayberry,ò but it may be as close as one can get in the suburbs of Washing-

ton DC. 

Spring and Summer are upon us. Get out, meet and spend time with your neighbors. 

Encourage your children to play with each other. Use the June 1-2 Glencarlyn Day 

activities to cultivate relationships.  

There could not be a better way to make friends than by dancing in the street at the 

Block Party, eating pancakes at the Breakfast in the Park and marching in our Parade. 

You might be making a friend for life. How exciting is that?!  

Friendships for a Lifetime 

¢ŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ CƻǊŜǎǘ ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ¢ƻǳǊ 

Join the George Washingtonôs Forest Walking Tour on Saturday, April 21. Learn more 

about the history of Glencarlyn and Glencarlyn Park. The tour begins at 1:30 p.m. at 

the Ball Sellers House, 5620 3rd St. South. See the Ball-Sellers story on page 3 for more 

details. 

mailto:gca_exec@glencarlyn.org
http://www.glencarlyn.org
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Subscribe to Glencarlyn Updates  

Get a weekly email with information about neighborhoodôs fast breaking news and reminders about major activities.  

To subscribe, send your name, email address and home address to gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org . 

The Ball-Sellers House will be the center of a great season for 

visitors to the site in the Glencarlyn neighborhood, said Annette 

Benbow of the Arlington Historical society .  

Hereôs a peak at 2018 events tied to the historic house - portions 

of which predate the American Revolution.  

April 7 : Opening Day: The house opens for the season from 1 

p.m.-4 pm for all Saturdays from April through October. Do-

cents will be in colonial costume serving colonial era sweet 

treats and beverages. 

April 21: George Washington's Forest History Walking Tour: 

The tour starts at the Ball-Sellers House at 1:30 p.m., led by lo-

cal historian Kevin Vincent. Before the Revolutionary War, 

George Washington bought 1,200 acres of forest in what is now 

Arlington. After the war, he returned and surveyed his property.  

Walk in his footsteps and see survey markers used by him, his-

toric springs, and the site of a mill built by his step -grandson. 

The two hour tour covers about one and half miles on generally 

easy terrain. Wear good walking shoes and bring water. No 

charge but donations to the Ball-Sellers House will be gratefully 

accepted. 

May 12 : Wisteria and Wine! Enjoy the Ball -Sellers House's 100 

year old wisteria and learn about wine-making in the colonial 

era and today. (Just in time for Mothers Day)  

Also this spring, archaeologists will begin unearthing more 

Glencarlyn history on the property. Volunteers are welcome. 

To lean more, email BSH@arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org . 

MoreBall -Sellers House activities are coming, so watch this 

space or go to www.arlingtonhistoricalsociety.org.  

Ball-Sellers House Ready to Spring into Post-Winter Events 

Our annual Glencarlyn Day preparations are underway!  We 

have a full schedule again this year, as we have listed below.  

The success of our Glencarlyn Days activities depends on your 

participation . As you can see, we have lots of activities planned, 

so we need lots of volunteers . Look for more information in 

the May Village View.  

If you can help in any way, especially with the Parade or the 

House Tours, or have any questions, please contact Julie Lee 

directly at jfblee@aol.com or call 808 -384-4954. 

Schedule of Events  

Friday June 1  

¶ Potluck Supperð outside at Carlin Hall  

¶ Block Party - With live music!  

Saturday June 2  

¶ Pancake Breakfast in Glencarlyn Park  

¶ Glencarlyn Parade - The theme this year is ñPaw Patrol on 

Paradeò.  

¶ Moon Bounce and Sno Cones at Carlin Hall 

¶ Ball Sellers House - Visit the oldest house in the County and 

see their new exhibits. 

¶ Tours of the Community Garden ï Tour the various sections 

of the garden with a master gardener or just stop by to ask 

questions about your own gardening problems. 

¶ Hot Dog Roast at St John's - It just wouldnôt be Glencarlyn 

Day without hot dogs on a charcoal grill!  

¶ Library Open House - Stop by the library and see the dis-

plays of historic Glencarlyn material.  Join in the special 

activities kicking off the summer reading program.  

¶ House Tours - We will have several homes on the house 

tour.  

Planning Underway for the June 1-2 Glencarlyn Day 

About the March Village View  

From GCA President Julie Lee 
As many of you know there was an unexpected emergency concerning the printing and distribution of the March Village View. 

When we suddenly lost our printer, we were afraid we would be unable to deliver a printed March Village View. However, several 

people stepped forward with suggestions and help.  

Under the superb leadership of our editor, Bill Pritchard, with major assistance by Pete Olivere, we located a new printer and had 

the March edition óon the streetô just barely behind schedule. Initially there was a little confusion, and I apologize for any inconven-

ience this caused our area and block coordinators, who get your Village View to your front door. Everyone adapted, put their heads 

down and got our newsletter out.  Thank you all. 

mailto:gcaupdates@glencarlyn.org
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Vihstadt  from page 1 

room to find site in southern Arlington for relocating the urgent 

care facility.  

ñI think itôs likely that we will be giving them a little extra time to 

look for other space,ò Vihstadt said, speaking at the Glencarlyn 

Citizensô Association March 5. The extension would likely be in 

one-year increments, he added. 

The county needs space for uses such a bus parking, the board 

member noted, adding and thereôs not a lot of land available in 

Arlington.  

GCA has repeatedly expressed concern about the potential 

county uses of the urgent care site. Association officers have 

stressed the need for a full study of any potential for its impact 

on local traffic. .  

Members at the meeting told Vihstadt that a traffic study must 

be part of the overall planning for the siteôs use. 

ñWe want a full assessment,ò Alex Hecht, GCA vice president, 

told the board member.  

In other matters important to Arlington residents, Vihstadt said 

the County Board in trying to close a $20.5 million shortfall is 

cutting $8.4 million in expenditures which will mean shedding  

50 county employee positions.  

Twenty of those job slots are vacant, but 30 current employees 

will lose their jobs, he said.  

       Vihstadt  continues, next page 

Stream  from page 1 

streamðmost recyclable. Ar-

lington County Park Rangers 

sponsor the cleanup. Ranger 

Christina DeMariano said there 

were more volunteers this year 

than in the recent past when it 

was rainy on cleanup day. With 

the sun shining and balmy 45-

50 degree temperatures, the 

Glencarlyn team gathered more 

than 45 bags of trash to help beautify and clean the neighbor-

hood park. After the clean up effort, the Glencarlyn Citizensô 

Association (GCA) hosted a hot dog and marshmallow roast for 

volunteers. Some participants noted that the area along the 

stream bank was 

cleaner than in the 

past, thanks to 

neighbors who pick 

up rubbish during 

daily walks along the  

stream. 

Among the items 

pulled from the 

stream by various 

cleanup teams were 

six bicycles and a 55-inch flatscreen television, DeMariano said.  

Impressed by the volunteersô enthusiasm ,Arlington Parks and 

Recreation will ñlook for ways in future to harness their enthusi-

asm for the good of the county,ò department public relations 

chief Susan Kalisc told The Village View. 

Clockwise from the left : Barbara Martinez (in hat) with 

Nathaniel and Lydia Bolen; Alyssa and Ben Bouffard climb 

the rocks filling their trash bag; Mike Krug, Alexis Krug,

(middle) and Isla Wearmouth; Alex Hemel, trash bag in 

hand, jumps over 4 Mile Run  

       Photos by Gerald Martineau  


